Are you ready for Part P?

[an McMath

From day one next vear it could be a criminal offence to carry out electrical

work that contravenes Part P of the Building Regulations

I rom January 1 2005 anyone whao
undertakes electrical work in
dwellings, even the houscholder in

some cases, will have to ensure this work
cormplies with the requirements of Part P
of the Bulding Fegulations, Moreover,
the majority of such work should be
notified to Building Control prior to its
commencement. Building Control will
wish to inspect the work in order w
confirm that it complies fully with the
Building Regulations,

Because Building Control officers do
not have the resources or expertise to
inspect and certify electrical installations,
the Crovernment has approved
Competent Person Schemes. Firms
assessed and registered by such schemes
will be able to self-certfy that their work
complies with the Building Regulatons.

Once Part P is implemented it could
be a criminal offence if the person or firm
carrying out ¢lectrical mstallaton work
contravenes the Bullding Regulations,
Local authorities will also have the power
to require the removal or alteration of
work that does not comply with the
Building Regulations.

Contractors

Electrical contractors can however avoid
the time and expense of calling in a
building control inspector if they abtain
'Competent Person' status,

At present four organisations have
been granted permission to run
competent persons assessmenl
schemes: BRE Certification (BREC)
in1 collaboration with the ECA and
suppoerted by the Instuturion of
Electrical Engineers (I1ELE), Briush
Standards Institution, ELECSA and
WICEIC under NIC Certification Ltd,
which now includes Zurich
Certification. Most recently NAPIT
(National Association of Professional
Inspectors and Testers) Ceruficarion
Limited has joined the fray with a Full
Scope Scheme (Level A) and Defined
Scope Scheme (Levels B&C).

MNAPTT says it 15 the only trade
association that insists that all electrical
systerns must be inspected and tested to
ensure that they are safe to use - before
they are used and periodically throughout
their working life, Further, NAPIT insists
that the individual who carries out the
inspection, testing, verification and

certification must be proved o be
competent. Its aim is to set the standard
for inspection and testing through the
implementation of a strict company and
individual verting pohicy, cost effective
training courses, technical updates and
advice on a regional basis,

There are a number of requirements
for achieving Competent Person status,
including compliance with BS 7671,
technical reference documents and health
and safety requirements, Perhaps the
most important requirement concerns the
Qualified Supervisor. Every firmm must
have at least one such person who 15
responsible on a day-to-day basis [or the
safery, quality and technical standard of
the electrical work.

NICEIC believes there are
approximately 61,000} electrical
contractng firms involved in domestic
electrical installation work in England and
Wales and as many as 80% of them are
nol vet registered,

Fees

Assessment and registration fees vary
depending upon who vou sign up with
but are generally in the order of £300 to
£550. As the New Year approaches there
may be some special deals so it might be
wise to contact all the providers to see
what they are offering. A list is included at
the end of this article.

Requirements

The WICEIC web site

(s niceic, org ukfpartpypartplnoe)
describes the main requirements and
scope of Part I as follows:

Fixed electrical installations in
dwellings shall be suitably designed,
installed, inspected and tested 5o as to
provide reasonable protection agaimst
their being a source of a fire or a cause of
injury to persons. The requirement
applies only to fixed electrical installatons
in dwellings in England and Wales
intended to operate at low voltage or
extra-low voltage,

Scope. Part I will apply to all fixed
installations after the electricity supplier's
meter in buildings or parts of buildings
comprising:

& dwellings

® combined dwellings and business
premises having a common supply
isuch as shops, pubs etc)
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Why Part P?

According to Government statistics, each
year on average 10 people die and about
750 are seriously injured in aceidents
mvolving unsafe electrical installations in
the home. To help address ths issue, the
Construction Industry Dercgulanon Task
Fotce recommended in 1995 that electrical
safety requirements should be inclhaded in
the Consultation document 1ssued by the
QDPEM in May 20002 refers to an average
of five fatalivies a year

Part I of the building regulations is
intended to increase the safety of
households by improving the design.
installation. mspection and testing of
electrical installations in dwellings when
these installations are being newly built,
extended or altered,

In essence this amounts to a new
requirement that has been added to
Schedule 1 of the Building Regulations.
This requirement, "Bequirement ', has
heen limited to fixed clectrical mstallations
in dwellings. with some minor works in
special locations not needing to be notified.

A new Approved Document P is
available giving puidance on ways of
complying that are based on the
fundamental principles set out in Chaprer
13 of BS T671: 2001.

The Approved Document includes:

o Guidance relating to the desizn,
installation, inspection and testing of
electrical installations

o Guidance on tvpes of electrical worl: that
woild not normally nesd to be notified o
building control bodies

& Appendices that contain illustrations of
the sorts of electrical services commanly
required in homes, examples of model
electrical installation certuficates, and
illustrations of what equipment may be
encountered when worl is carried out on
older electrical installations

Copies of the Approved Docrerrent P
Fixed Electrical nstallations in
Dheellings can be obtained from the
stattonary office af the ODPM at £15a
copny; alternatively you can dowsload
the doctoment free from the ODPM
website, wiew, odpr goik

& comimon access areas in blocks of flats
(but not lifts)

# shared amenities in blocks of flats (such
as laundries, gymnasiums ete)

& putbuildings, including sheds, garages
and greenhouses

& garden lighting and power supplies

Parts of fixed electrical installations

external o premises, such as in gardens,

sheds and detached garages. for example,

will also be subject to the requirements of

Part I2

19






