Part P of the Building
Regulations - Explained

Part P continues to be the focus of attention for many ITE members. In this
article Giuliano Digilio of the ECA explains some of the key issues arising

from this regulation
any electrical contractors and
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% | enterprises throughout the UK
oW B are asking themselves, ‘Does
Part P of the Building Repulations
apply to me?” Well, if you carry out or
are associated with electrical
installation work in dwellings situated
within England and Wales, the answer
to this question is certainly “Yes'. If
you want to avoid the complication
and conseguent costs of using
Building Control to inspect vour work,
vou are recommended to read on.

Part P of the Building Eegulations
provide improved statutory suppaort to
BS 7671, the IEE Wiring Regulations,
and introduce Approved Document P
of the Building Regulations
concerning fixed electrical
installations in dwellings in England
and Wales,

Since 1st January 2005, anyone
carrying out fixed electrical
installation work in a dwelling has to
comply with Part P of the Building
Regulations, Further, all such work
has to be notfied w the local Building
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Figure 1:The scope of Part P
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Control body before worlk

commences, unless:

® The proposed work 15 to be
undertaken by a Competent Person

(an individual or a company

authorised to self-certfy comphance
on completion of the work); or

® The proposed work is of a minor
nature,

Competent Person schemes are
formally recognised by the
Government as schemes whose
members are adjudged sufficiently
competent to self-certify that their
work has been carried out in
compliance with the Building
Ferulatons.

Competent Persons for Part I? are
the firms that are responsible for
carrving out the work, O course,
firms can be single-person entities, but
they are not, for example, emplovees.

Members of Competent Person
schemes that are able to self-certty
their own work must have an
appreciation of how the Building
Fegulatons in general affect their
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electrical installation work and they
need to be sufficiently competent to
confirm that their work complies with
all the applicable requirements of the
Building Repulations, not just Part P

Failure to comply with the Building
Regulations is a criminal offence and
Iocal authorities have the power to
require the removal or alteration of
completed work that does not comply
with these requirements. The person
carrving oul electrical work that
contravenes the Building Regulations
can be fined up to £5.000 for the
contravention, and £ 50 each day the
contravention continues. Householders
may also encounter problems selling
their property if work carried out does
not comply with the Building
Regulations. The householder is
ultimately responsible for ensuring that
all building work, including electrical
work, complies with the Building
Regulations.

The scope of Part P
A dwelling (see Figure 1}, as defined in
Part B of the Building Regulations,
which deals with fire safety, 1s:
'A unit of residential accommodation
occupied {(whether or not as a sole or
main residence) by a single person or
by people living as a family, or by not
maore than six residents living together
as a single household, including a
household where care is provided for
residents.’

Places of employment and work
places such as hotels and umiversity
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? SOURCE OF ELECTRICITY SUPPLY

(M) ELECTRICITY SUPPLY METER
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